
JOSEPH W. GELDHOF 
Attorney at Law 

229 4th Street 
Juneau, Alaska  99801 

(907) 586-8193 
FAX: (907) 586-8216 

E-mail:  joeg@alaska.com 

 
July 7, 2008 
 
Commissioner Larry Hartig 
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 
Post Office Box 111800 
Juneau, Alaska   99811-1800 
 
 
Attorney General Talis Colberg 
Alaska Department of Law 
Post Office Box 110300 
Juneau, Alaska   99811-0300  

 
Re:  Illegal Cruise Ship Discharge in Chatham Straits  

 
Dear Commissioner Hartig and Attorney General Colberg: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Campaign to Safeguard America’s Waters (CSAW) and 
Responsible Cruising in Alaska (RCA).  CSAW and RCA are organizations doing work in 
Alaska; both are vitally concerned with insuring that large passenger vessels do not foul the 
marine waters of Alaska and adhere to the legal requirements for large passenger vessel 
operations in our state. 
 
Recent reports of significant dumping of “grey water” in the marine waters of the Alexander 
Archipelago by vessels operated by Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines appear to violate current 
Alaska laws pertaining to vessel operations.  We request the State bring charges against the 
alleged violators pursuant to State law.  This letter shall constitute the required 45 day notice 
that RCA and CSAW intend to pursue litigation for enforcement of these alleged violations as 
required and set out in AS 46.03.481.   
 
 
       Very truly yours, 
 
 
       Joseph W. Geldhof 
 
 
 
Copy: Gershon Cohen PhD., Project Director-CSAW      
 Theodore Thoma, President-RCA 

 
 
 


